Reading Activities

Choose from the variety of activities and

complete one or more daily.
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READING
VIPERS

Vocabulary O
Infer 0
Predict

Explain

Retrieve
Summarise




SRR IOEIOVBE \/ — How many more words
9 B do you know for flew?

{ | —Why does it use the word

¥ flew instead of flies?

E — What is happening on the




V — What might make
the journey miraculous?
P —Who lives at this

% | house? What makes

| Y you think that?

Se= A | — Explain what is

- cover.
R — Tell me five facts
about Edward Tulane.

EDWARD Tu LANE



= V What does the word

' snatch mean? What other

words could be used in the

title?

B | — Where is the story likely to
| be set? How can you tell?

P —What do you think will

happen in the story?

E — What is happening in this

image?

- Abi Elphin.ston;é'



Why are the fact boxes an efficient way to give the
reader information?

What do we call the text under a photograph?

There are two different functions of the caption?
What are they?

If this was a web page how would the underlined /
coloured words be useful?
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A4
Dyqy IN pg s,

VISIT VEsuyus BY RAIL
DON'T miss THIs UN:

IQUE JOURNEY, ONLY
SHORT TRIP FROM Pompgi; ITSELE! %

+ travel by mountain railway to the very summit .
“ Peerinto the enormous cater /

* see the volcano in atjon .
+ departures every hour from Pompeii town Square -

P$: PON'T FORGET YOUR camEna!

i depending on
oes fall into three groups, d€ .
\k/\gil(\:/a:ctive they are. Volcanoes which are erupting

i igns
are called active. Volcanoes which shov‘v Zgizggand
i n as dormant or si€ ,
of eruption are know 2
if theypremain dormant for tens of thousands

ibed as extinct.
they may be describe : ‘ )
mz’\ we\;\ear of a volcano erupting, we think of

' f
tallcone-shaped mountain sending out clouds o
ash and liquid rock called lava.

\( These questions are about the advertisements (pages 10 and 11). )

25. Look at these statements from the advertisement for

8. Some words on pages 4 and 5 stand out because they are in bold print. the Café Vesuvio.
. . . Tick each one to show whether its main purpose is
Why are they written like this? to give information or persuade the reader.
Tick one. The first one has been done for you.
They are words from another language. R
) Vegetarian dishes available v
They are subheadings.
The best pizzas in town
They are words that are explained in the text. Round the corner from the museurm
Open 11am to 11pm
They are names in the text. friendly atmosphere
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On that fateful day in AD 79, the town
nearest the volcano was completely

| smothered under a layer of ash and rock.

| This unusual blanket protected the remains

| Gradually it has been uncovered and many
. | fascinating discoveries have been made. By
| studying these remains experts have found
| out about life in the area near the volcano

|| found scenes preserved exactly as the
| people had left them: tables laid for meals
| with loaves of bread, baskets of eggs and

~__| nuts, all now solidified.

| of the town of Pompeii for hundreds of years. |-

| el EleRUine CEY) Und VEIEETD GAee, TS | | | Furthermore, not all visitors treat the site with

i e

b sl s W
Today, thousands of tourists flock to see the
remains of this unique town, trapped in time.
People are fascinated by the opportunity to see
what life was like two thousand years ago.
Many also make the difficult climb up Mount
Vesuvius to peer into the smouldering crater.
The huge number of visitors who visit Pompeii
every year is bringing a large set of problems.
| Parts of the ruins are being worn away just by
the large numbers of people who pass through.

| respect. There has been vandalism, some

| treasures have been stolen and some people
just don’ t realise the danger of clambering over
the remains — both to themselves and to the
ruins. One archaeologist has gone as far as to
describe what is happening now as ‘the
seconddeath of Pompeii’ .

... trapped in time.

Why do you think Pompeii was described in this way?

Explain why the archaeologist believes that he is watching

the second death of Pompeii.




BearAH, Italy, May 18th
aturg Peacefy|? Forget jt! Mount

ost threatening

,lq)e hgre for ever. | g
acking off and Stealing g piece of

nosaic. | only took
heers, Neeng hotos.

Neena could have written

| saw someone taking a ...

but instead she wrote

| saw an idiot hacking off and stealing a ...

What does Neena’ s choice of words tell you about the way
she felt?

Citronella said:
1’ve got to get back to my precious ironing board.’

How can you tell that she really did not like ironing?




_—

Each section of the advertisement below tries to
attract customers in a different way.

a) Label each arrow with the correct letter:

A invites the customer
B explains what is on offer

C gives added encouragement

b) What does section D do?

Not sure where to go?
Not sure what to see?
Why not try Lucie’s all-inclusive
guided walking tour?

We'll show vou the best of Pompeii.
Highlights include:

Museum visit ® The house of the silver wedding
The central baths ® Designing your own mosaic

Dressing up in a toga ¢ Activities for children

GOOD VALUE

— discounts for students, senior citizens.

children and families!

Departs:

27a

Main Gate, 10am and 2pm

Forecast for Friday 16th May
00:00
. 10°C
midnight
04:00
11°C
—
08:00
16°C
N
10:00
18°C
12:00
noon
14:00
18:00
20:00
These questions are about the information in
Rain and Shine - in Britain (pages 10 and 11).

24. Look at the weather forecast for Friday 16th May.

a) At what time of day will it be the hottest?

b) Find two ways this chart has been made easy to read.

1.

2.




In the first century AD, in the period of the Roman Empire,
Vesuvius had been dormant for hundreds of years. The
mountain was green as farmers grew fig and olive trees on
the slopes of the volcano and the local people had become
used to the tremors of earthquakes from time to time. In the
summer of AD 79 there had been more rumbling than usual
but in the town of

Pompeii and in the whole area surrounding the volcano, most
people went about their daily business.

One of them, a boy called Pliny, was 17 at the time. When the
volcano erupted, he watched from a nearby town as the earth
shook and a black cloud descended over the area. Pliny’ s
uncle, the commander of a nearby naval port, also saw the
unusual cloud forming above Mount Vesuvius. He was not
content to stand by and watch. He wanted to get a closer look
and set off to investigate with a scribe to whom he could
dictate his observations.

As he was leaving, he received a message from his friend
Rectina asking if he would help her. So he set out with several
ships to observe the volcano and try to rescue the people.
Years later, Tacitus, a historian, was collecting information
about the event. Pliny wrote to him giving a vivid account of
what he had seen and heard. Not only was he an eye-witness
to the disaster, but Pliny also heard the stories told by
survivors, some of whom had been rescued by his uncle.

The following is an extract from Pliny’ s letter to Tacitus:

i

;

As my uncle was leaving the house, he was handed a
message from Rectina, whose house was at the foot of
the mountain and whose escape was impossible except
by boat. She was terrified of the danger threatening her
and implored him to

rescue her from her fate. He changed his plans, and what
he had begun in a spirit of inquiry, he completed as a
hero. He gave orders for the ships to be launched and
went on board himself with the intention of bringing help
to many more

people besides Rectina, for this lovely stretch of coast
was thickly populated. He hurried to the place which
everyone else was hastily leaving, steering his course
straight for the danger zone. He was entirely fearless,
describing each moment of the eruption to be noted
down exactly as he observed it. Ashes

were already falling, hotter and thicker as the ships drew
near, followed by bits of pumice and blackened stones,
charred and cracked by the flames. Then, suddenly they
were in shallow water, and the shore was blocked by the
rubble from the mountain. For a moment my uncle
wondered whether to turn back, but when the helmsman
advised this, my uncle refused, telling him that Fortune
stood by the courageous ...

Some people think that Pliny’ s uncle was a brave but foolish leader.
What do you think?

Brave fpolish braye and foolish

Explain your answer using parts of the information to help you.




-
She decided to get a box to put the
photographs in. She twisted round and
ran to the stairs.

‘Those who hurry fastest are the first to
fall’ was one of her Grampa’ s sayings,
and it was as if she heard him saying it
now, right out loud in her ear as she
stumbled on the top step. Seconds later
she landed with a crash at the foot of the
stairs. Her head hurt, her bottom hurt and
her legs throbbed painfully.

————

I —

Fiona was quite alone in the big empty house.
She started to get up. Her legs were caught
underneath her body and she tried to heave
herself up and straighten them out.

‘Oww,” she yelped. A stabbing pain flared in
her knees. She moved again, this time more
carefully.

- |

Grampa said to Fiona,
‘Those who hurry fastest are the first to fall.” (page 11)
Explain what he meant.

... pain flared in her knees. (page 12)
Why is this an effective way of describing how Fiona felt
after she fell down the stairs?




